THE  SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

clan of Bahikas and the people of Sakala ate
beef with garlic/ and that all the tribes drank
strong  liquors.    A   slaughter-ground   for   cattle,
and a place for storing intoxicating drink, are
said to mark the entrance to the dwellings of the
Vahika  chiefs.2   The women,  too,   are accused
of drinking and  dancing in public, and  other-
wise misconducting themselves.3    Some of these
heterodox practices, however, prevailed amongst
the orthodox Yadavas and Bharatas at Dwaraka
and  Indraprastha.    We  find  that   the  Yadava
women at Dwaraka danced and sang at festivals,
and that the rishi Narada played for them on the
vina.*   Again, when Krishna and Arjuna went,
with their families and friends, to a fete on the
banks of the Yamuna, the ladies, amongst whom
were   Draupadi   and   Subhadra,    drank   wine;
some of them, too, danced and sang; and some
even became unsteady in their gait.6   All these
practiceSj  so  much  opposed  to   the  rules  laid
down by Hindu law-givers, were doubtless Asura
customs,  which had not yet yielded to Brah-
manical influence.

For Kshatriyas to act as priests at both Deva
and Naga temples is, as already noticed, still
common in the Himalaya. This custom, how-

1 Mahabharata3 Kama, p. xliv.                    z Ib.

3 Ib. xliv.          * Harivansa, Langlois, II. cxlvi. 101.

6 Mahabharata, Adi, Khandavadaha, p. ccxxiv.
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